Fas. 


I'% 
=. 
*; 


Do not miſlikethe holy Prayers of ourChurch,: becauſe ſome things in or about them may be amended : but I defire an amendment of fuch 
things, as do either give ſcandall, or from which weak conſcientious perſons do take ſcandall : that fo love, peace, and unity may be 
preſerved in our Church, from which will follow Vniformity and Conformity. For this end, I ſhall give Initances of ſomething to be Added 
tothe Book of Coinmo1-prayerz of ſome things to be Altered, andot ſome things to be Removeds 

1. Of ſome things to be adlded. | 

I read in the Common-prayer Book of Faward the lixth, printed 1552. In the oth. Petition of the holy Letany, this prayer: From the tyranny of 
the Biſhap of Rome R axd all his aeteſtable Enormities, CC. O eood L ord delrver s. Bur in our Common-prayer Books n theſe dayes . this Proteſtant 
prayer is quite left out : as if it were unlawtfull tor usto pray againſt Romiſh tyranny, and Popiſh deteſtable Doctiines. [t is meet therefore thar 

this Prayer ſhould be added, and reſtored to our Books of Common-Prayer, asit was in Edward the {ixths time, 

: 2. Of lome things to be altered : As ; : 

Sy T1. ASyou may ſee in the Kalender for the firlt arid ſecond Leſſons, many Chapters uf the .4pocrypha Scriptures are appointed to beread, ag 
*”— wats Canozicali Scripryzes. Now it is not meet that Apgerypha Scripgures, which are of a dou-»tiul verity, ould be made of equallautho. ' 
ity with the Canonicall Scriptures ; wherefore itis mect, that there beam alteration, by putting away the Apocrypha Chapters, and putting 
 A1atheirrcooms ſo many C:nonical Chapters. | dS: 

2. After the firſt and ſecond Leſſons for Morning: Prayer, it is ordered, that theſe Leſſons or Chapters ſhall be ſang iz a plain Ture. Now is this 
decent, when a man reads a Chapter, to ling it ? Or 15 it {0 cdifying; toſingit, as it istorcad it in a ſober and grave tone of voice 2 Likeas a 
Judge on the Bench ſpeaks his Charge, or as the Sheritlc roads the Kings Proclimation, or as a School-Maſter reads a Lecture to his Scho'lars. 
ln the Chapters ſometimes God threatneth us for our ſins, and ſometimes that glorious and fearful] name of the Lord our God is read, which we 
ought to fear, Dent. 28.53, And is it decent for a Miniſter to read theſc things merrily, and with a ftoging voice ? Is it not meet then , that this 
ſivging ſhould be altered ? | Si | 

Beſides in Cathedral! Churches, they (ing their Preyers, :n4 is it not meet that this alſo be altered? 

3. The Book of Common.Prayer lacksa good 47<thod: tor the Miniſter is forced in reacing of Service, to turn ſome leaves backward, and then 
ſome leaves forward, and cannot read on to the next thing tollowin., as he might, if things were methodically diſpoſed; now this would beal- 
rered, : 

4+ The laſt thing in the Book of Common» Prayer, is the ſore for Coxſccr4ijon of Biſhops to their office, which gives them their being, & makes 
them Biſhops. Now as I conceive, this Conſecration ought to be jn the Kings name : For the King 1s ſupream head of the Church , and next under 
Chriſt in authority. And tkercfore Biſhops ought to derive their office and authori'y therein trom the King, as next under the King : but they 
are conſecrated, not in the n.me of the King, but in the name of another and higher power,as from Chriit, the holy Gholt, and the Mietropolitan, 
and ſo they make themſelvcs to be next under Chriſt, and to ſhoulder out ct place tte Ring, and Ceny his ſupremacy: Now ought not this Conſe- 

cration therefore be altered ? 


5. The Prayers of the Church ougkt to be wichout Taut920g5es, and unnecetlary re petitions : For Chrilt ſaid , that Lis Diſciples ſhould not be 
" Tike the heathen in prayer, uſiog van repetitions, 174. 6 7, Lut our Common-Prayer Book 15 full of unnecetlary Repctitions, For 1. the Lords '*: 
rayer tsuſed tn an hours time over and over again, 2S TWICE 1 vorningeprayer, and Once 1n the Pulpit In the Miniiters former Prayer. 2. Gloria © * 
Patre, or Glory be to the Father, is 12 one hours time appointed to be faid and repeated over and over again Ex or ſeven times, 1 could add othee: 
prazers alſo at bkekigd : Now. is it not meet.co-olerghigg - DL, ——— 1 —— w<—<—_———_—Y 
6. In our Cathedral Churches they ſay their /cecond Service in the Cha ell or on the High 4/tar, not in the body of the Church, where the thi" 
ſet Service is ſaid, Now the hieh Altar is no more holy than the body of the Church nor is it ſo convenient for the peoples egdification, becauſe | ©? 
_ - they beingafaroffin the body of the Church. they can hardly hear what is read : And what reaſon can be rendred, why one pait of the Service. ..; 
ſhould be read in the body of the Church, and another part on the High Altar £ And why ſhould It be ſo ina Cathedral Church, more than in all 
other Churches ? Is it not meet that this be altered ? 2. lt is appointed intke order for the Communion, that the Table ſhall ſtand in the body of © 
the Church or Chauncel, where Morning and Evening-Prayers are ſaid ; but now in the Cathedral Church, and in- many others, the Table 15 hoiſt<_ 
ed up, and ſtands on the High A/tar : But this is not the place where Morning and Evening prayers are uſually ſaid, but the place for theſe is the 
body of the Church, and ithereuſed in ail common Churches, and why then ſhould it be o:t.erwiſe in Cathedrals, 

7. Astouching Baptiſare, the Prieſt is appointed to take the child in hisarms,and to dip zt ito the water, unleſs the child be weak : ſo then ſtrong 
children mult all of them be dipped into the water, as Anabaptiſts do : but this dipping is out of uſe in our Church Is it not meet then to alter this 
dipping unto ſprinkling of water ? 3. Of ſome things to be removed oxt of the Church < As 

1, As touching the Fpiſiles and Goſpels, theſe are appointed to be read on Sundays, in Morningand Evering-Prayers, butI ſeeno reaſon for it; for 
on Sundays we have an whole Chapter read for the ſecond Leſſon, out of the Epiſiles. and another out of the Goſpels: what neceſlity is there to read 
a part oi a Chapter out of them ? For we heard the Goſpel out of the four Evangeliſts before, in the ſecond Leiſon , and alſo the Fpiſile out of the 
Epiſtles of St, Fau/and others : Is it neceſſary to read the ſame matter twicein one hour? 2. After the whole Chap. of the Goſpel and Epiſtle is read, 
what need is there to read alſo a piece, ora part ofa Chapter out of the Goſpel and the Epiſtles? and both the whole Chapter and a piece of one 

to be read the ſame day, viz. on Sunday, | ſee no reaſon for it. The Fpiſile and Goſfe! therefore conſiſting but ofa piece of the cha pters read before, - 
to me ſeems ſuperfluous, and therefore meet to be removed out of the Church, 

2. As touching Baptiſme, 1. of Godfathers & Godmothers, who promiſe(what they perform not)that the child ſhall be vertuouſly brought up 
and learn the Creed, Lords Fryer, and the ten Commandements. I ſee noneed for theſe Godfathers,&c, Time was, in days of perſecution, when the® 
Chriſtian parents were {laughter'd, and martyrd, then there was nced th other Chriſtians ſhould take care for the Chriſtian education of their. 
; Tafants left behind : But we have no ſuch perſecution,our parents live —_— children, & ought to give them godly education, and ſathere ___ 

=_' ed of Godfathers to dgit. 2. Of the Croſezn Baptiſme,ge is confelle Shy the Biſhops, that the Infant is fal ly baptized before it be crofled; 
 whargd then is there of the croflc? May not perſons of years have a croſs on their fore-heads made after the Lords Supper, as well as Infints 
after Baptiſme? Theſe things being needleſs, may ſafely be removed out of the Church. 
- * 3- Touching Adatrimonie, it isappointed, that 1. the man ſhall ſay to the woman, With my body I thee worſhip. Tleave it to conſideration, whe- 
>. thertheſe words be fitting or not ; and whether 1t be meet, that the more honourable perſon ſhould worſhip his inferiour. 2. It is ordered that 
the man {hall ſay, 3th all my worldly goods Ithee endowe, Now the Law doth not allow the woman but her Thirds, but the Prieſt allows her all. I. 
+; The man mult fay, With this Ring I thee wed, Now what need ofa Ring toteltifie the Marriage, when they are fully marryed before, by their ſo- 

- Jemnand mutuall promiſes each to other, made before God and the Congregation ? 

4 Of our Ceremonies, note, that 1. whilſt we labour to preſerve in honour, the prayers of our Church, theſe Ceremonies caſt dirt on them,and render them odious : for ma- 

. ny do miflike the Common-Prayer Book , becauſe they ſee wherethis comesin, it draws after it the Romiſh Ceremonies. 2. Note, they are Inxovations, being not inule inthe 

Primitive Church. 3, Some of them are Fewiſh, as the Surplice, Cope, high Altar, Orgar- pipes, &c. Now the Temple where they were uſed being down, and the Prieſthood 

who uſed chem, changed; why ſhould we revive them ? But others are Remiſh, invented at Rcyxze, or came thence, as the Croſſe in Baptiſme, kneeling at the S2crament, holy or 

Sainrs dayes, with others. Now being theſe had no good Original, why ſhould we follow Papiſts in them? 4. They have been the cauſe of filencing many godly and painfull 

Miniſters ; and a bone of contention in the Church tor many years, and one cauſe of thelate War. But many ſay, St. Paul commanded Order and Decexc , 1Cor.14.40. Ax-. 

ſwer 1. St. Paul meant it not of our Engliſh Ceremonies, for the Primitive Church uſed agpe of them , they worſhipped God in their Churches both orderly and decently, ; 

without our Ceremonies, 2. Chrilt forbad them, as Traditions of men, Mar, 7. 2, &c. And St. Par! forewarned us againſt them , as Traditions which are not according-to.. 


Chriſt, Col. 2. 8. Now Chriit never appointed any of them : and ſhall ſuch Ceremonies be called indifferent things? and matters of Order and Decency ? I wiſh theſe may be all 
removed, the which would tend co an everlaſting and well grounded Peace. But leave all to the wiſdome of our moſt Honourable Parliament. / | 
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